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inarch from near Jodhpur through a tract of desert as forbidding
in its scarcities as in the hostility of its Rathor ruler, Rana
Maldeo. It was indeed a wonder that the fleeing Mughal Emperor
and his small band of followers escaped death or capture at the
hands of one whom Muhammad Qasim Farishta described as "the
most powerful and influential prince of the time in Hindustan."
Ambition led Maldeo to forget the traditions of chivalry associat-
ed with the house of Rana Sangram Singh. His promises of sup-
port and asylum to Humayun were mere snares to entice him to
Jodhpur and then hand him over to Sher Shah at a price. Timely
warning by a Rana's courtier, who was once in the service of the
Mughals at Agra, saved the fugitives from falling into the trap.
Humayun and his panic-stricken entourage were then left with
no alternative but to accept the invitation of Rana Virsal Prasad
to make Amarkot the base for gaining a foothold in Sind. Hope-
lessness bred in Humayun and his men a desperation which enabl-
ed them to win the battle against hunger, thirst and the raiding
parties of pitiless pursuers. Humayun and Hamida Banu entered
Amarkot at the head of a weary troupe of seven attendants; the
rest straggled in several hours later in small batches. The gallant
Rana not only gave the royal couple a gracious welcome; he re-
ceived every member of the Mughal party with courtesy and made
suitable arrangements for their stay and entertainment. For
occupation by Humayun and his young wife he vacated his own
palace inside the fort, and ordered his courtiers to do them hom-
age in the manner done to their own sovereign.
When the Rana came to know that Hamida was seven months
with child, he placed at the disposal of his guests the meagre
medical resources of his desert kingdom. Rajput ladies of high
status were deputed to keep her company and to see that the
memories of her arduous trek through the desert did not in any
way disturb her equanimity. In a signed circular to his officers,
the Rana wrote:
We have the privilege of playing the host to a royal Mughal
couple. Fortune has not been kind to them in recent months. It
is our moral obligation to make them feel at home in our realm
and. to leave nothing undone to restore their peace of mind.
: : Therefore, I command you all, in the name of our traditions and
canons of honour, to extend to them such courteous submissions